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AN ORDER to Establish an Illicit Discharge and Connection Stormwater 
Ordinance for the City of Amesbury 

Summary: The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the health, safety, and general 
welfare of the citizens of the City of Amesbury through the regulation of non-storm water 
discharges to the storm water drainage system to the maximum extent practicable as required by 
federal and state law. This ordinance establishes methods for controlling the introduction of 
pollutants into the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) in order to comply with 
requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process. 

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, that the following Ordinance be and hereby is adopted: 

Sec. 1. Purpose 
Increased and contaminated stormwater runoff is a major cause of impairment of water quality and flow 
in lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, wetlands and groundwater; contamination of drinking water supplies; 
alteration or destruction of aquatic and wildlife habitat; and flooding. Regulation of illicit connections and 
discharges to the municipal storm drainage system is necessary for the protection of the City's water 
bodies and groundwater, and to safeguard the public health, safety, welfare and the environment. The 
Purpose of this Ordinance is as follows: 

A. Detection and Elimination of Illicit Discharges, Connections and/or Obstructions 
1. To prevent pollutants from entering the City's Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 

and Waters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 

2. To prohibit illicit discharges, connections and obstructions to the MS4; 

3. To require the removal of all such illicit discharges, connections and/or obstructions; 

4. To comply with state and federal statutes and regulations relating to stormwater discharges; and 

5. To establish the legal authority to ensure compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance 
through inspection, monitoring, and enforcement. 
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B. Control of Construction and Post-Construction Run-Off 
1. This Ordinance is intended to ensure and promote compliance with US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) stormwater management regulations pertaining to municipal separate storm sewer 
systems (MS4s); 

2. To protect, maintain and enhance the public health, safety, environment and general welfare by 
establishing minimum requirements and procedures to control construction-site stormwater runoff 
and post-construction stormwater discharges, which can adversely affect public safety, public and 
private property, surface water, groundwater resources, drinking water supplies, recreation, and 
aquatic habitats. 

3. To establish minimum construction-site and post-construction stormwater management standards 
and design criteria for the regulation and control of stormwater runoff generated from new 
development and redevelopment; 

4. To require practices that eliminate soil erosion and sedimentation resulting from land disturbance 
activities; 

5. To control the volume and rate of stormwater runoff resulting from land disturbances; 

6. To minimize flooding on abutting properties; 

7. To maintain the natural infiltration of stormwater on sites and/or promote recharge to 
groundwater where appropriately sited and/or treated, with emphasis on the Zones A, B, C and 
Zone 2 recharge areas in the watershed protection districts; 

8. To maintain the integrity of stream channels; 

9. To minimize stream bank erosion; 

10. To prevent or minimize adverse impacts to water quality in lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, wetlands 
and groundwater; 

11. To promote infiltration and recharge of groundwater; 

12. To encourage the use of nonstructural stormwater management practices or "low-impact 
development practices", wherever practicable; 

13. To establish provisions for the long-term responsibility for and maintenance of structural 
stormwater control facilities and nonstructural stormwater management practices to ensure that 
they continue to function as designed, are maintained, and pose no threat to public safety; 

14. To require practices to control construction waste; and, 

15. To prevent pollutants from entering the City's municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4). 
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